
Comprehensive Plan
Honoring Our Past, Shaping Our Future



Agenda 

1. Introduction & Welcome
2. Schedule & Process
3. Stakeholder Interview 

Results
4. Survey and Public Meeting 

Results
5. Vision and Goals-Work 

Session
6. Discussion
7. Next Steps



Introduction and Schedule 



Detailed Schedule

Upcoming Activities

• SC #3 Review Draft 
Recommendations 

• Release Draft 
Recommendations to 
Public

• Draft Plan
• Public Meeting #2 in 

February



A Comprehensive Plan addresses…
Housing

Infrastructure & 
Services

Natural 
Resources

Economic 
Development

Parks & Rec

Land Use



A Comprehensive Plan is..
• Makes forecasts based on past trends 

and data
• 10–20-year time frame

Long-range

• Land uses, intensity, design
• Staff, programs and infrastructure 

investment 
Guidance

• Documents a community conversationCollaborative

• Lays the groundwork for current and 
future regulations

Policy, not 
regulatory



Public Engagement 

Steering 
Committee

Steering 
Committee

Stakeholder 
Interviews

Public Meetings

Community 
Survey

Website



Stakeholder Interview Results 



Stakeholder Interviews 

» Local/Regional Government Staff/Transportation/Public 
Works/Utilities, Etc.

» Business and Economic Development
» Developers, Builders, Local Architects, Engineers, 

Surveyors, Realtors, Large Landowners
» Schools and Neighborhoods
» Parks, Downtown, History, and Culture



Stakeholder Interviews
Ongoing Themes 

»Upgrading status of Hwy 264 to I-587 will be a driving 
factor for economic development

»Sidewalk improvements
»Preservation and improvements in Downtown
»Becoming branded as an “arts enclave”
»Need for additional housing
»Additional investments for parks and recreation
»Greenway connections
»Balance of North/South Farmville 



Public Meeting 



Public Meeting 

» October 20, 2021
» 14 Attendees
» Preference Boards
» Existing Vision and Goals
» White Board 



Public Meeting 



Public Meeting 



Survey Results 



Survey 

» Advertised via flyers and social media 
» Online or paper option
» Survey dates Aug. 30- Nov. 28
» Total Responses
» Additional Outreach  

158



Survey

84%

28%
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How do you relate to Farmville? (Select 
all that apply)

Live here

Work here

Go to school here

Own property here

Business owner

I don’t live here yet but 
would in the future
I live nearby and go to town
for everyday needs/events
Other (please specify)

84% of 
respondents live 

in Farmville
Nearly half own 

property in 
Farmville 



Survey
Top Three Reasons for Living Here

1. Small Town Living ( 
72%)

2. Family and Friends ( 
46%)

Photo Source: The Farmville Group 

3. Safe 
Community/Schools ( 

35%)
Photo Source: HB Sugg and Sam Bundy Facebook page 



Survey

1. Vitality of Downtown 
( 54%)

3. Access to shopping 
and services (37%)

Photo Source: DriveSafeOnline

2. Safety ( 44%)

Top Three Concerns for future of Farmville 



Survey

1. Small-scale retail and restaurants
( 67%) 3. Single-family homes (45%)2. Parks and Recreation ( 49%)

Top Three Development Options to Balance Existing 
Development



Survey
Top Downtown Priorities 

» Historic Preservation
» Rehabilitation and Reuse of 

existing buildings
» More events and 

programming 

» Landscaping and 
greenery

» Streetscape 
Improvements

» Outdoor Lighting

Streets, Parks, & 
Sidewalks

Downtown



Survey
Most Appropriate Type of Housing Near Downtown

» Apartments over Retail
» Pocket Neighborhoods

Preference

Apartments over retail

Pocket neighborhood

Duplexes

Townhomes

Tri- or quad-plexes

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Q9. What type of home is most appropriate for 
areas in and near Downtown?



Survey
Top Priorities for Comprehensive Plan 

» Open-ended Responses
› Downtown

› Revitalization 
› Preservation
› Restaurants

› Infrastructure
› Sidewalks
› Road Improvements

› Parks and Recreation 
› Dog Parks



Survey
Top Priorities for Economy and Infrastructure 

» Promote first-rate schools, economic developments sites, 
and infrastructure

» Restore buildings, modernize, and increase public amenities 
in downtown 



Survey
Top Priorities for Land Use and Development

» Expanding/diversifying the 
city’s tax base

» Encouraging dense, urban-
style, vertical mixed-use 
development 

» Maintaining small town 
character

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%

Expanding/diversifying the city’s tax base
Encouraging dense, urban-style, vertical mixed-use development (like downtown)
Maintaining small town character
Ensuring a high-quality built environment
Conservation of open space, natural areas, and farmland
Encouraging a broader, more diverse range housing options
Minimizing public infrastructure expansion and long-term maintenance
Limiting growth
Supporting Downtown
Other (please specify)



Survey

» Increase energy efficiency and waste reduction in development, 
buildings, business practices, and vehicles

» Protecting and expanding tree canopy

Top Environmental Priorities 



Survey

» Enhancing and 
maintaining existing 
parks

» Improving equitable 
access to parks 

Top Priorities for Parks and/or Amenities 



Vision and Goals



Existing Vision Statement 

Farmville is a good place to raise a family, and/or lead an active retirement 
life, where citizens have a strong sense of community, are civically involved, 
and wish to preserve a unique educational environment. Farmville's residents 
have a mix of cultural and recreational activities for all ages to provide a good 
quality of life in a community that is clean, neat and aesthetically pleasing. We 
will grow at a targeted rate of 2 percent per year, while maintaining a 
community that is residential focused with complete and quality basic services 
being provided (both public and private), with future economic development 
focusing on quality industrial and business development. Farmville is a safe 
community where citizens have confidence and pride in the quality and 
service of the local government.



Draft Vision Statement 

Farmville will honor its past and shape its future to be a good place to raise a 
family, and/or lead an active retirement life. It is a place where citizens have a 
strong sense of community and are civically involved. 
Farmville's residents have a mix of cultural and recreational activities for all ages 
and a unique educational environment that supports a good quality of life, in a 
community that is clean, neat and visually pleasing. 
We will grow while maintaining a safe community that is residential focused with 
quality local services and business development. 



Draft Goals 

Goal 1 Land Use & Development: 
To encourage well planned development while maintaining a community that is 
residentially focused with complete and quality basic services being provided 
(both public and private).

Goal 2 Economic Development: 
To encourage economic development that focuses on quality industrial and 
business development by maintaining strong ties with the Farmville Downtown 
Partnership and supporting collaborative public and private economic 
development activities.



Existing Goals 

Goal 3 Infrastructure: 
To provide efficient and well-maintained infrastructure that will serve current 
needs and can be expanded to meet new growth.
Goal 4 Recreation & Community Service:
To provide Farmville's residents with a mix of cultural and recreational activities 

for all ages that makes Farmville a good place to raise a family, and/or lead an 
active life. To encourage citizens to have a strong sense of community and 
become civically involved while enjoying the high quality of life that exists in 
Farmville.



Goal 1. Land Use and Development 

To encourage well planned 
development while 
maintaining a community that 
is residentially focused with 
complete and quality basic 
services being provided (both 
public and private).

»Existing »Draft 
Encourage well-planned 
development while 
maintaining a community that 
is residentially focused with 
quality local services (both 
public and private).



Goal 2. Economic Development 

To encourage economic 
development that focuses on 
quality industrial and business 
development by maintaining 
strong ties with the Farmville 
Downtown Partnership and 
supporting collaborative public 
and private economic 
development activities.

»Existing »Draft 
Encourage economic 
development that focuses on 
quality industrial and business 
development by supporting 
collaborative public and private 
economic development 
activities.



Goal 3. Infrastructure  

To provide efficient and well-
maintained infrastructure that 
will serve current needs and can 
be expanded to meet new 
growth.

»Existing »Draft
No change recommended. 



Goal 4. Recreation and Culture Community Service 

To provide Farmville's residents 
with a mix of cultural and 
recreational activities for all ages 
that makes Farmville a good place 
to raise a family, and/or lead an 
active life. To encourage citizens to 
have a strong sense of community, 
and become civically involved 
while enjoying the high quality of 
life that exists in Farmville.

»Existing »Draft 
Provide Farmville's residents with a mix 
of cultural and recreational activities 
for all ages that makes Farmville a good 
place to raise a family, and lead an 
active life. 



Other Goal Ideas

Sense of Community / Civic 
Involvement: Encourage citizens to have 
a strong sense of community, and 
become civically involved while enjoying 
the high quality of life that exists in 
Farmville.
Growth: What is goal for growth? 
Previous vision recommended 2% per 
year. Is that realistic or should it be 
described in a different way?
Other Topics: Sidewalks, Downtown, 
Maintenance, Equity

What is your big goal 
for Farmville? 

What else is missing? 



Discussion and Next Steps



Next Steps

» Additional Outreach to South Farmville 
» Steering Committee #3 January 2022

› Policy Recommendations & Draft Plan 
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